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Dear Parents,

I hope that by now all the children have settled in to 
their music classes and lessons at the school.

Firstly, I would like to thank you all for adjusting to 
the various changes we have had to make due to the 
current situation with Covid-19 and to comply with 
public health advice and government restrictions. 
This could have been a very stressful and difficult 
time for our administrative staff, teachers and 
support team. Thanks to your understanding and 
co-operation, our job was made much easier and 
everything has run extremely smoothly.  

By now most of you will have 
either met or spoken by phone 
with our new administrator 
Sarah. Sarah joined us at a 
very challenging time with all 
the new Covid-19 restrictions 
and procedures. I’m sure you 
will agree that she has settled 
in extremely well and through 
her professionalism and good 
humour has helped us all to 
adjust to the new regime 
during these challenging times.

We would like to 
welcome Marcos to 
our team. He will take 
up the position of 
evening receptionist/
porter on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings. 
If you happen to see 
him, please say Hi!

A big “Thank You” from all at LPSM

Introducing some of our new team members

 
We really appreciate your patience, support and goodwill at this time and we look forward to 
welcoming you back in person when it is safe to do so, hopefully in the not too distant future. I would 
also like to say a big thank you to all our teaching staff who I believe are doing an amazing job. All of 
us are so happy to be back doing what we love and being surrounded by music.

Warm wishes

Margaret – School Director

Sarah Kane 
School Administrator

Marcos Galdino 
Evening Porter
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About Colourstrings

The Colourstrings approach developed by Géza and Csaba Szilvay creates a solid musical foundation 
for the young child. Colourstrings training is child centered; the materials are colourful, stimulating 
and entice children to embark on musical adventures that will enable each of them to fulfil their 
musical potential through a combination of fun and creativity, without pressure. The approach is an 
extension of Kodály philosophy: everything starts with singing to develop inner hearing. Central to the 
Colourstrings approach is the role of play and imagination. Often the value of play can be overlooked in 
the rush to get on with the “real” lesson.

Music Kindergarten

Colourstrings classes are available for children from 3 months to 7 years. The younger children, up to 3 
years of age, are accompanied by a parent or carer. The classes are multi-sensory and take the young 
children on an imaginary  journey to Musicland. They love having fun, singing, clapping, marching, 
and playing simple percussion instruments and are absorbed in the fun and games accompanying the 
songs and rhymes. However, all of the songs and rhymes are carefully chosen to explore the elements 
of music - rhythm, pitch, melody, dynamics, tempo, character etc. in an enjoyable and stimulating 
but structured way. Ultimately this leads to an intrinsic understanding and love of music. By the age 
of 6, the young children are being introduced very gradually to the basics of reading and writing 
simple music notation. It is at this stage in the Pre- Instrumental training that children choose which 
instrument they would like to learn.

Instrumental Training

When they begin instrumental studies the children are happy to find the melodies from the Singing 
Rascals songbooks appearing in their instrumental books. The books are colourful and child friendly 
and the teaching builds upon the foundations already laid in the Music Kindergarten. From the 
beginning stages the child learns the elements on which almost all of the future musical and technical 
requirements are based. Colourstrings is an integrated approach which develops a solid technique, a 
well-trained ear, a deep love and understanding of music resulting in musical, expressive playing from 
an early age.

The Colourstrings Approach to Music Education
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We are very excited to have launched our 
LPSM Music Making Kit at the start of term 
and by now most of you will have purchased 
one. We have designed this kit to bring music 
into your home and to help support you 
and your child as they progress through the 
different levels of Music Kindergarten and 
Pre-Instrumental at the school. Included are 
3 online support videos, one for each Singing 
Rascals Song Book: Pentatonic, LA & DO. 

How to access the online videos

These videos can be accessed via the QR code which you will find on the 
inside cover of each song book. Alternatively, you can use the web link 
provided. If your child has already completed a year or more of Music 
Kindergarten, or is in the Pre-Instrumental Course, you will have had 
some or all of the songbooks and in this case, you will most likely have 
purchased a custom kit. Included in the custom kits are 3 small orange 
cards with the QR code/web link for each video.

How the videos are sequenced – introducing solfa note names
The online videos for each book present the songs in the same order as in 
the songbook. Each song has an introductory story to capture the child’s 
imagination which is followed by the song itself together with a series 
of activities using the instruments and scarf included in the kit. These 
activities help to develop the sense of pitch, beat and rhythm. At the end 
of each song we introduce the solfa note names in a playful way. Even the 
youngest children will enjoy hearing the stories about which houses the 
different notes live in. 

The song is then sung with solfa names and little by little 
the children will copy this and start singing the songs with 
these note names, which at first will just be like a funny 
language to them. However, the child’s sense of pitch and 
inner hearing are being developed unconsciously which will 
bear fruit when the children begin instrumental studies.

About the LPSM Music Making Kit  

Scan the QR code
with your phone camera 

to visit our website
or visit lpsm.ie

ColourstringsSupport Video 3
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Children learn best when they are having fun

For all of the activities on the videos it is important to allow the children to absorb the concepts in a 
natural playful way. Children learn best when they are having fun. Please be conscious not to “teach” 
the children. Simply allow them to enjoy the experience and learn the elements of music in the same 
way as they learn to speak and later on learn to read. Listening repeatedly and singing along to the 
songs currently being sung in class, will ensure maximum enjoyment and progress throughout the year. 

We hope that you will enjoy using this kit and watching the online videos with your children.  
We would really appreciate your feedback and perhaps you could send us some photos or short video 
clips of your children singing along, using their instruments and experiencing the joys of music making.
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Tips for Online Parent and Toddler  
Music Kindergarten Classes (Stage 1) 

o Treat the online class exactly as you would a live “in person” class at the school. Chat to  
 your child about the class in advance to build up excitement and anticipation.

o Have your laptop/computer charged and Meeting ID/Password ready to go so that   
 everything runs smoothly.

o Make it a special occasion for both of you or all three of you if both parents are free to join  
 in. Get your child to bring along some of their favourite dolls or teddies. Line them up on  
 chairs or on the sofa.

o Its a good idea to watch the online class in the same room and on the same device (laptop  
 or TV) each time as this helps to creates a routine.

o With the youngest children up to 2.5 years of age it is a good idea for the bouncy rhymes  
 to have the child sitting on your lap facing towards you so that they engage directly with  
 you and can catch  your facial expression and sense of enjoyment.

o With children from 3 months to 1.5 years it is really important that the parent says the  
 rhymes and sing the songs enthusiastically so that the children will in time begin to copy  
 you and start to sing independently. Don’t be afraid to sing or worry about the quality of  
 your own singing. It’s all about having fun and associating positive emotions around music  
 making.

o Have fun using your LPSM Music Kit and don’t forget to watch the videos in 
 between classes.
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Tips for Online Music Kindergarten 
(Stage 2) 4 - 7 Years

o Treat the online class exactly as you would a live “in person” class at the school. Chat to  
 your child about the class in advance to build up excitement and anticipation. Tell your  
 child that you are really looking forward to seeing how they are enjoying their class.

o Have your laptop/computer charged with Meeting ID/Password ready to go so that   
 everything runs smoothly. Please have the LPSM Music Making Kit to hand as your child will  
 need the instruments and scarf for each online class.

o It’s a good idea to watch the online class in the same room and on the same device (laptop/ 
 computer) each time as this helps to creates a routine.

o As the children attend the Stage 2 Music Kindergarten classes on their own at the school,  
 this is a lovely opportunity for parents to get an insight into the concepts taught and the  
 skills their child is developing. Your role however should be that of an observer in the   
 background (off screen)

o The LPSM Music Kit will be of great help and support to both parents and children during  
 the 6 week period of online classes. The 3 Singing Rascals Songbooks contain the songs  
 learned in the classes and you can have lots of fun together at home singing the songs and  
 playing the instruments. The online videos, one for each book, have recordings of the songs  
 and accompanying activities. The more the children listen to these the deeper the learning  
 will be. 

o If your child is aged 4, and is in their second year, or is aged between 5 and 7 they will be  
 learning the Solfa note names for the Rascal melodies (Do Re Mi etc). The online videos  
 introduce the children in a playful way to these note names and the various melodies are  
 then sung in Solfa. Have fun joining in with your children singing the songs together using  
 the note names. Let your children teach you and show you the hand-signs for each note.

o Music making, singing, clapping, dancing should be a part of your daily routine with your  
 child. It is not something that is just practised once a week in class. Weave these activities  
 into your everyday routine and your child will grow to love music and their classes whether  
 online or in person.

o Most importantly, have lots of fun together!
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We are delighted to announce the launch of the LPSM Virtual Ensemble - an initiative set up by our 
Choir Director, Áine Gell. We invite all instrumental students from Year 2 upwards to consider taking 
part in this Virtual Ensemble. We will come together online in November for 4 rehearsals to sing and 
play together culminating in a virtual performance.

The choice is up to you whether you would like to sing as part of the choir or play as part of 
the instrumental ensemble. What would be even better is if you did both! All singers (2nd year 
Musicianship and upwards) and instrumentalists (4th year Musicianship and upwards) are welcome. 

Online Rehearsals will take place via Zoom once a week on Thursday for 4 weeks:

We are delighted to announce the launch of our free 4-week online course “An Introduction to the 
Kodály Concept - for Adults” starting in January. This course is designed for parents and guardians of 
students attending Leeson Park School of Music. The aim of this 4-week course is to develop participants 
understanding of musicianship. Those involved will be given the opportunity to explore music through 
many dynamic activities and develop their understanding of the fundamentals of music. Each session will 
be carried out through a fun and active learning approach, inspired by the teachings and methodologies of 
Zoltán Kodály. 

Rehearsal Dates:
- Thurs Nov 5th 
- Thurs Nov 12th

- Thurs Jan 14th 
- Thurs Jan 21st

- Thurs Jan 28th
- Thurs Feb 4th

The course will run for 4 weeks on Thursday evenings 7.30 - 8.15pm 

- Thurs Nov 19th 
- Thurs Nov 26th  

Rehearsal Time: 
4.00pm

Click here
to register

Click here
to reigster

Announcing the LPSM Virtual Ensemble

“Introducing The Kodály Concept” - for Adults

o Co-ordination 

o Stave work; reading and writing 

o Canon singing 

o Sight singing

o Beat 

o Rhythm

o Pitch – Tonic Solfa etc.

o Inner-hearing

Participants will learn about many musical concepts such as:

https://www.lpsm.ie/event-details/lpsm-virtual-choir
https://www.lpsm.ie/event-details/an-introduction-to-the-kodaly-concept-for-adults-1
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Over the past two weeks, workshops for parents of 
beginner instrumentalists were held by the head 
teachers of each instrument: Peter Leavy - Piano, Pat 
Brunnock - Guitar, Mercedes Trinchero - Acting Head 
Violin and Lynda Maloney - Flute. These workshops 
were held to help parents understand the methods and 
materials the teachers are using in the lesson with their 
child together with how Colourstrings plays a vital role 
in the transition from Pre-instrumental classes into 
lessons of their chosen instruments. 

We would like to thank parents for their understanding during our move to online musicianship classes. 
Now that everyone has settled in, classes are running quite smoothly.

However, one area that is still presenting difficulties is students signing in up to 10 minutes late for 
their class. We would request that parents would make a special effort to ensure that children are 
on time as they would be for an in-person class.Once the teacher has started the class, it is quite 
disruptive for them to have to admit students who are late. Teachers are more than happy to give 5 
minutes leeway at the start of class. We would greatly appreciate your help in resolving this.

Online Parent Meeting for Beginner Instrumentalists

Online Musicianship Classes

Each teacher has put together a small handout of the most important topics and information covered 
on the evening and has forwarded that information to the office. If you were unable to attend, or if 
you did attend but would still like a copy of that information for future reference, please feel free 
to contact the office at hello@lpsm.ie. They will gladly forward you on the information from your 
respective teachers. 

Tips for smooth running of Zoom Musicianship classes: 
 
o Prepare for class 5-10 minutes before connecting on Zoom.
       Checklist: LPSM Musicianship Workbook & Musicianship Kit 

o Having selected Join Meeting, enter the teacher ID and below this enter the student name.    
 (Delete whatever name is currently entered here) It doesn’t matter whose name the Zoom    
 account is in, you can still change this field and enter the student name. This is very     
 important so that the teacher can keep track of student attendance as well as for child safety

o Students should enter the waiting room 5 minutes before class time

o Please enable both sound and video

o The same rules of conduct apply as would if classes were in person. 

Joni about to have her very first flute lesson!
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Please find attached our Autumn/ Halloween colouring 
competition. This competition is open to all age groups, 
but will be judged in the following categories. 
These are:

o 1-2 years 
o 3-5 years
o 6-8 years 
o 9-12 years

If your child would like to enter this competition, all they 
need to do is complete the colouring page any way they 
would like, they can be as creative as they desire. Then 
post your colouring to Instagram and tag us @lpsm_music.
If you don’t have Instagram please email your colouring to 
support@lpsm.ie, we can then post it on our story!

CLOSING DATE NOVEMBER 2ND!

HAPPY HALLOWEEN
FROM LEESON PARK

1 Colour in our LPSM Halloween 
Pumpkins to win yourself an 
Art & Hobby voucher!

Name

2 Post your colouring on Instagram and tag
us @lpsm_music! If you don’t have instagram
email your colouring to support@lpsm.ie

Age

Download the 
full drawing by 
clicking here!

The prize for each category 
is a €25 Gift Card for

Competition Time 

Don’t forget to follow 
us on our Instagram  

@lpsm_music  

:

https://35f9b0ae-6e28-45f0-9b83-9ae7aabc1551.usrfiles.com/ugd/35f9b0_c3d756dea8cc41aa95151a2e43aabaa4.pdf
https://35f9b0ae-6e28-45f0-9b83-9ae7aabc1551.usrfiles.com/ugd/35f9b0_c3d756dea8cc41aa95151a2e43aabaa4.pdf
https://35f9b0ae-6e28-45f0-9b83-9ae7aabc1551.usrfiles.com/ugd/35f9b0_c3d756dea8cc41aa95151a2e43aabaa4.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/lpsm_music/

